
1 970/05/1 9 


f 


DIARY OF WHITE HOUSE LEADERSHIP 
MEETINGS -- 91 at CONGRESS 



May 19, 1070 


-The President entered at 8:40, apologized for his tardi- 
ness, shook hands with several around the table and 
greeted others Individually by name, all in the best of 
good humor, and took his seat. He invited discussion 
concerning the Cooper- Church amendment in the Senate, 

He first expressed his own views. Restrictions on 
Presidential powers where armaments or the deployment 
of armed forces are involved serve the interests of the 
enemy because it tells the enejny what America will not 
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said in private th?t he opposed the use of nuclear weapons 
but that he would never say so In public for fear it would 

weaken America's bargaining power. The Cambodian 

ope ratten has been a vast strategic success. Had 
restrictions similar to those proposed In the amendment 
been in force, Americans In South Vietnam next year 
would be sitting there facing the enemy fully armed wiih 
all of the munitions and equipment which have been captured<g 
"If i were In the Senate, I would vote "no” because I do not J 
want to give aid and comfort to the enemy. " If restrictions J 
are imposed which make it impossible for the President 
to do what may be necessary to protect the lives of Amexjtfc*** 
soldiers, the blood will be on the hands of those who impose m 
the restrictions. While we can expect to prevail with the g 
help of the House conferees before a conference committee, O 4 
the damage that would be done following adoption of the 
amendment and pending action by the conferencd committee^ g 
would be disastrous. It would give the enemy at home and t S 
abroad a field day. Lahjd said that so far as tactical 
achievements are concerned, the operation is ahead of g 
expectations. There have been 9 thrusts against sanctuary s 
areas. One has been terminated and 2, 300 men have been 
withdrawn. The phase -down of operations will be concluded 

by the labt 2 weeks of June. 







Rogers reported on the Jakarta Conference attended by It 
Asian countries led by Indonesia. The Conference recom- 
mended that the Cambodian matter be submitted to the United 
Nations Security Council and that the International Control 
Commission be reactivated. 

He called attention to the Pravda editorial attacking China, 
which he says reflects a continuing deep division between 
Russia and China. Russia has not broken diplomatic 
relations with Cambodia* even though Sianouk has fallen. . 
This is because they dont want to do anything which might! 
make it possible for China to take over any part of Indochina* 
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the withdrawal has been completed on July 1 and not exacerbate 
the tenfetons, "everything will fall into place. " In such cast* 
the President's decision will be called courageous and far** 
sighted. He said that the Russians are concerned about the 
capture of weapons because they supply 80% of the armaments 
used by the North Vietnamese and Vietcong* 


The President asked Harlow to give an estimate of the prospfrats 
of the amendment in the Senate. He said that if the vote iataxen 
this week, we could expect the amendment to carry by a lO^^te 
spread. However* some 20 Republicans and a few Democ rotfr : 
are sufficiently aroused by the threat to the President's postage 
that they are prepared to talk "at vast length" if that is deslrSd. 
Mansfield wants an early vote* probably on Thursday. Perhajbs 
12 amendments to the Cooper- Church amendment will he offered 
and debated. One includes the Eastland POW amendment. FbmN 
interrupted to say that this will have special bite because thefcjje 
are several POW camps located deep In Cambodia. Harlow <5 
said that there may be a substitute amendment to repeal the |£ 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. Cooper seems genuinely distressed 
over the direction things have gone since he first offered the ■§ 
amendment, and he is prepated to help arrange compromise £ 
language to spare the President unnecessary embarrassment. 
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If he, Mansfield, Church and Aiken all agree, this would 
resolve the problem, RMN read from a paper language 
that has been offered as a smriy draft for a compromise. 

He did not seem too pleased with the language. He said 
that he will be glad to see 8 Democratic Senators required 
to vote on the question of restricting a President's war- 
making powers when the armed forces are committed to 
combat. He thinks they should also be obliged to vote on 
a broader amendment w hlch would apply to aS3 nations of the ^ 
world, including those in the Middle East, He says that he 
U Inclined against the use of the filibuster because the 
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Mrs, Smith f or her viewpoint, Mrs, Smith said that she 
f5uf just returned from an engagement at Colby College, 
where she criticised the timing of the amendment rather t h a n 
its substance. She hopes that the Senate will not have to vote 
on the matter, Scott predicted that if the vote weee taken 
today, the amendment would carry by 57 to 40 or 54 to 48* An 
effort is being made to find language acceptable to 29 Republic 
can Senators who indicate that they would like to have the JI 
opportunity to support some amendment which is not objection^ 
able to the President, Mansfield has indicated that Jwprould J 
support such language, Scott is afraid that if the matter 
delayed too long, some Republicans might "slide over to the c2" 
Me Govern- Hatfield position,” 3 


Griffin said that every day that goes by, they are finding more 4 . 
and more opposition to all amendments. Saacbe made a trip tqfi 
Ohio and after he learned that the people are supporting fche t- 
President, he has changed his own position. Ford, who has <§ 
returned from an Ohio commitment, skid that he sensed the >> 
same sentiment. He quoted the statistics concerning the captures 
made by our troops, and he said that even the local press was| 
Impressed. Time is on the President's side. it 

Allott said that on a recent trip to Colorado, ncoone challenged 
his support of the President but his mall is running 19 to 1 
against the President. He is willing to filibuster until the; 

July 1 deadline is passed. If the amendment is adopted, the 
Democrats can sy that the President would have had a ground 
war in full swing throughout the continent but for the action of 
Congress. Tower ggreed.with Allott and said he is willing to 
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filibusters Laird spoke against a filibuster* He said it was 
better to throw our chances into the hands of a conference 
committee. Taft announced that the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee will begin hearings May 25 on the subject of 
Cambodia and the first wttnesa will be Harrlman* 

* 

Rogers said that it would be a mistake to announce a 
compromise at this point* It would be regarded as capitula- 
tion by the President. If the debate Is allowed to continue for 
a reasonable time and a compromise Is achieved* it will 
appear that the President has foroed his opponents to yield* 
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Morton said t&at poiiticaiiy time its ou uur 6 Ido and the best 
politics is no compromise on this issue. He discussed his 
meeting in recent days with students on 25 college campuses 
wtthin a 100 -mile radius of the District of Colubabia. He i 
believes that most students credit the President with good ; 
faith in his desire to win the peace. 
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Anderson said that he believed it would be helpful if Congress^' 
could be” Invited to {day a "consultative role. H2 

RMN said he is willing to compromise so long as the cosipro 
preserves the constitutional powers of the President but ti^at 
so far as the policy he has chosen Is concerned* nothing that 
is done in the Senate will affect his determination to do wtaate 
is necessary to protect the lives of American troops in Indo- 
china. 



We adjourned at 10:00 a. m. 


RICHARD H. POFF 



